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sheets la id  on top of each other to  equal the th ickn e ss  o f t h is  s in ­

g le  sheet o f paper.

The process by which rained gold i s  reduced to such e x tra o rd in a ry  

th in n ess is  one re q u ir in g  tim e , patience  and unusual 3 k i l l .  F i r s t ,  

the gold i s  co lored to any one of the ten acceptab le  shades by the

ad d itio n  of a l lo y s ,  such as copper and s i l v e r .  In  the deeper, or red­

d ish  shades, there i s  a preponderance o f copper; w h ile  a la rg e r  pro­

po rtion  ox T i lv e r  produces the p a le r  shades. As a l lo y s  are added the 

metal becoE. 0 3  le s s  m alleab le  so i t  i s  not ad u lte ra te d  below a 2 3 -ca r­

a t  grade. The go ld , w ith  the added a l lo y ,  i s  then melted in  a c la y  

c ru ic ib le  which may not be used a second time fo r  fe a r  o f b reak ing . 

Once i s  too often to s p i l l  a pot of gold in  the a sh e s . The molten 

metal i s  poured in to  a mold one in ch  wide and s e v e ra l inches long and

I t  forms a bar about l / 4  of an in ch  th ic k .

T h is  bar i s  then passed between s te e l r o l le r s  again  and again  to 

extend i t s  len g th . During t h is  iro n in g  process the operator guides 

the bar so th a t the w id th  does not in c re a s e . When the gold bar has 

a tta in e d  a leng th  of about 10 yards and a th ickn e ss  of 1/800 o f an 

inch  I t  i s  cut in to  squares and each one i s  p laced  between sheets of 

ve llum , made from c a l f  or lamb gu t, imported from F ran ce . These v e l­

lum sheets are 3 inches square . The in ch  squares o f gold are bound 

c lo s e ly  in  the la rg e r  ve llum  squares by parchment bands. T h is  p i le ,  

c a lle d  the "cu tch ” , i s  now ready fo r  the f i r s t  b e a tin g .

The "cu tch" i s  p laced on a padded g ra n ite  b lo ck  18 inches square 

which i s  supported by a wooden b lo ck  embedded in  ash es , to  assu re  the 

necessary  r e s i l ie n c e  as the 18-pound hammer descends. I t  re q u ire s  

more s k i l l  than stren g th  to guide the s tro k e s  of the hammer so th a t 

the l i t t l e  squares in  the packet w i l l  be even ly  beaten.

When the gold has reached the edge of the 3 - in ch  ve llum  wrapper, 

the squares are  removed by long wooden p in c e rs , and are fo ld ed  and


