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' , 0 !  { r  t h e  g o l d  b e a t e r s

The a r t  of hammering gold by hand in to  th in  le aves fo r  use in  

ornam entation i s  one o f the r a r e s t  and most an c ien t o f in d u s t r ie s .

The g ild in g  found on old r e l i c s ,  books and a r t  o b jects  was prepared 

fo r  the a r t i s t  in  the Middle Ages in  much the same manner as i t  i s  

fo r  the p ic tu re  fram es, s ig n s and fu rn itu re  o f today. In  the whole 

country not more than a thousand people are  engaged in  th is  h ig h ly  

s p e c ia liz e d  work, and these are  found in  only 13 o f the s ta te s .

In  Red Bank, New Je rs e y , there  i s  a colony of these gold workers 

d is t r ib u te d  in  th ree  shops th a t owe th e ir  e x is te n ce  to  W illia m  Haddan, 

a gold le a f  m anufacturer of New Y o rk , who, a f t e r  h is  re t ire m e n t , kept 

h im se lf  occupied In  a sm a ll shop In  h is  home a t  Red Bank. He taught 

the c r a f t  to  o th e rs , who have c a r r ie d  on the business fo r  more than 

60 y e a rs .

The m anufacture of gold le a f  begins w ith  the purchase of pure

(2 4 -c a ra t )  gold from  the U n ited  S ta te s  Government. One ounce o f gold

w i l l  produce 2 ,500  sh e e ts , 3 and 3/8 inches square , hammered to a

th in n ess  o f 1 o f an In c h . The books are  so ld  fo r  about 75
200 ,0 60

c e n ts . Each book co n ta in s 25 sheets o f gold le a f  packed between pro­

te c t in g  la y e rs  o f paper. I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to conceive o f anyth ing as 

th in  as these gold w afers being v i s ib le  to the naked eye . One way of 

e st im atin g  th e ir  th in n ess  i s  to r e a l iz e  th a t I t  would take about 400


