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p r e s e  t h e  t h i n g s  he  had  t o  s a y .  H is  v i g o r o u s  and c o l o r f u l  s t y l e  r e 

f l e c t s  t h e  a b o u n d in g  v i t a l i t y  and l o v e  o f  l i f e  t h a t  was h i s  o u t s t a n d 

i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c .

Whitman h i m s e l f  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  h i s  p o e t r y  w o u ld  n o t  be  a p p r e c i 

a t e d  u n t i l  one h u n d r e d  y e a r s  a f t e r  h i s  d e a t h ;  b u t  h i s  p r o p h e c y  w as

n o t  b o r n e  o u t ;  f o r ,  a l t h o u g h  h i s  fame h a s  r i s e n  s l o w l y ,  h e  w as  a l 

ready b e i n g  a c c l a i m e d  i n  18 7 3  w h e n ,  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  5 3 ,  he  came t o  h i s

b r o t h e r ' s  Camden home t o  s e e  h i s  d y i n g  m o t h e r .

A f t e r  h i s  m o t h e r ' s  d e a t h ,  w hen  h i s  b r o t h e r  m oved  t o  B u r l i n g t o n ,  

N . J . ,  W hitman c h o s e  t o  r e m a in  i n  Camden. He had  s p e n t  d a y s  and n i g h t s  

w a n d e r in g  t h e  s t r e e t s  and had come t o  l o v e  t h e  l i t t l e  c i t y  and i t s  

s i m p l e  h a r d - w o r k in g  p e o p l e .  At f i r s t  he  l i v e d  i n  l o d g i n g s ;  and t h e n ,  

w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  G eorge  W. C h i l d s ,  a  w e a l t h y  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a d m i r e r ,  h e  

b o u g h t  t h e  l i t t l e  tw o  -  s t o r y  fram e h o u s e  a t  3 3 0  M i c k l e  S t r e e t  w h ic h  

had b e l o n g e d  t o  a  w o r k in g  m an. The b e l o n g i n g s  o f  t h e  p o e t  a r e  t h e r e ,  

h i s  b o o k s ,  h i s  w ork  c h a i r ,  some f u r n i t u r e  t h a t  w as  i n  h i s  c h i l d h o o d  

home i n  W est  H i l l s ,  L ong I s l a n d ,  p o r t r a i t s  o f  h i s  f a t h e r  and m o t h e r ,  

a  b u s t  o f  h i m s e l f  by  B. F .  M o r s e ,  a  c o p y  o f  h i s  w i l l ,  and  a  c o p y  o f  

t h e  J a p a n e s e  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  h i s  " L e a v e s  o f  G r a s s ."

From 18 8 4  t o  1892  he  w o rk ed  c o n t e n t e d l y  a t  t h e  p a r l o r  w in d o w  o f  

t h e  l i t t l e  h o u s e  u n t i l  h i s  l o n g  l a s t  i l l n e s s  k e p t  h im  t o  h i s  b e d r o o m .  

On s p r i n g  and summer d a y s  t h e  p e o p l e  p a s s i n g  h i s  w in d ow  w o u ld  s t o p  t o  

h a i l  h im , e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  and h e  w o u ld  d r o p  h i s  p en  t o  g r e e t  

h i s  f r i e n d s .  P e r h a p s  t h a t  i s  one r e a s o n  why he  w as o f t e n  h a r d  up f o r  

m on ey . H i s  poems and a r t i c l e s  w e r e  s e l l i n g  i n  n e w s p a p e r s  and m aga

z i n e s ;  b u t  W a lt  w as more a b s o r b e d  i n  o b s e r v i n g  l i f e  and  p e o p l e  and  i n  

d e v e l o p i n g  h i s  a r t  t h a n  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  p r o b le m s  o f  l i v i n g .  A d m ir e r s  

o f  h i s  poems i n  E n g la n d  s e n t  h im  $ 4 0 0  t h r o u g h  t h e  P a l l  M a l l  G a z e t t e .  

F r i e n d s  a r r a n g e d  a  l e c t u r e  f o r  h im  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and h e  g o t  a  g o o d 

l y  sum f o r  i t .

STORIES of New Jersey


