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Coles School next year. It’s Saturday, the student body show and arbor day planting.

What’s the future for
Shack? Nobody knows. It
was offered for sale in a
public action last month.
Although 22 prospective bid-
ders picked up specifications
nobody came through with a
bid. The Board of Education
will decide on the next ap-
proach toward sale of the
school, which has housed so
many local citizens through
its 30-year history.
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munity, knew they were doing it for keeps. classrooms when kids were here.”
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e they go will be a geographic decision mad
| hborhood integrity in mind,” Solomon said ¢
tamaxon students. “We like to keep neighbor
{ act.”

meantime, selling off a growing backlog of res
% 1s become something of a headache for th

Grande School and the old School One becam
1 litigation as new owners tried to recycle them
ia Ciasulli, the owner of Active Acres Nurser
Scotch Plains, bought the LaGrande building fo
ast year. But until the school board gives her
2 to the building’s parking lot — which the boar
owns — the deal is in limbo.

not going to see our friends,” Amy Graben :
said, taking a break from the fifth-grade istrators and children have been prepar-

ing for the final day all year. “We have
classroom cleanup. Her friend Amy b
Detgen, whose father attended Shack, also Cri¢d to make this a very special year for

. : the kids with a science fair, literary mag-
wages;gdel ped:: tth}l:i: ‘;hg?;l :n%l'ﬁgfés ses, azine and other unique activities.”

" “It’s sad the school is closing and we’re Solomon said parents, teachers, admin-
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the 340 children will move to Coles or The school started a pen-pal program in

McGinn elementary schools or Terrill
‘Middle School, said Princi Elliot
Solomon, who will become director of
elementary education for the district.

“~ “Shack is the best,” said one young girl
.watching her classmates play kickball in

‘chimed in. But one youngster cheerful}y

ound equipment made of old tires.
“T've  here a whole four years.and I

r',f T

%ndeﬂng her career at the school. “Now
they tell me I have to leave after three
-years. It will really be hard to adjust.”

- But most of the teachers feel their work
‘with students, parents and administrators
has succeeded in softening the transition.
* “I started my career here fresh out of
college,” Camille Berkowicz said as she
‘checked fruit and vegetable riddles for
her first-grade class. “I feel like a seven-
year phase of my life is over and the
‘community is being split. But I still have
“to smile for the children.”

Third-grade teacher Judy Dresel said
she waited until Friday to take down the
‘decorations in her classroom. “I dreaded
this day; it’s very hard,” she said. “On
‘Monday some kids were saying that it was
the last week for them at the school, but
one said it was actually the first day of a
.whole new experience. They’ll adjust,

_reminded them that Coles School has play- {8

which ‘“‘Shack’ students wrote to future
classmates. The youngsters also spent a
day visiting the schools they will attend in
September.

Perhaps because of their efforts, pa-
rents and faculty seem to feel the loss

hosted. Solomon delivered a speech and
achers gave him a handmade quilt with
patches representing each teacher’s per-
sonality. ~

passed

quilt and a painting of Shackamaxon, also
a PTA gift, that hung on his office wall
order to ring the final bell at 12:30 p.m.

“Well, this is the magic moment,”
Solomon announced over the public-ad-
dress system. ‘“We wish you well. Do the
best you can at your new schools. We’ll
miss you very much. And we love you very
much.”

The bell rang. The children dashed into

summertime. Teachers lingered, doing
last-minute chores. And the halls were
empty except for the words of former
students scratched on a huge sheet of
brown paper stretched along a corridor
wall.

Squeezed next to a list of “The Most
Renowned Couples in the Sixth Grade,” an
introspective student wrote: “It isn’t ever
the same. In time I'll change and you and
the currents of our lives. But the image of
this moment will never fade. And you are
unforgettable.”
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