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S h a c k  m a r k s  f i n a l  d a y s
by Joan T. Monahan 

The end o f  a school year is 
always a gala occasion for 
s tu d en ts , p e rh ap s a less 
joyous date  for parents, fac
ing a sum m er o f  child- 
en terta inm ent. The em otions 
are definitely bittersweet this 
year, how ever, for both the 
s tu d e n ts  an d  p a re n ts  a t 
S h ack am a x o n  S choo l on 
M artine A venue in Scotch 
Plains. June  19 m arks the 
final day o f  Shackam axon as 
a school year. D ue to  declin
ing enrollm ents, the B oard o f 
E ducation decided to  close 
Shack, and to  reassign its 
studen ts to  M cG inn and 
Coles School next year. I t’s

principal, E lliott Solom on, 
will assum e a post in the 
school adm inistration .

The school was built in 
three sections. T he first co r
rido r facing M artine Ave. 
opened in 1951, followed by 
the m ulti-purpose room  at 
left rear in 1953. A new add i
tion was added in 1964.

T he final days have been 
m arked with m any special 
plans and festivities.

T he PT A  Executive B oard 
will host the parents o f 
Shackam axon at a Farewell 
C ocktail P a rty  to  be held at 
the W estw ood in G arw ood 
tonight at 8:00 p .m ., and on 
S aturday , the student body

will ga ther fo r a festive picnic 
at B rookside P a rk , w ith PT A  
s u p p ly in g  th e  b a rb e c u e  
m eats, beverages, desserts 
and paper goods, and  paren ts 
con tribu ting  culinary talents 
in the way o f  salads.

As their final con tribu tion , 
the studen ts them selves have 
au thored  and  arranged  p rin 
ting  fo r “ H o r iz o n s ,”  a 
literary m agazine, w hich will 
be entered  in the C olum bia 
Press com petition .

N ostalg ia runs ram pan t a
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Shack these days. In a final 
m essage to  th e  p a re n ts , 
printed in the PTA  new slet
ter, P rincipal E lliott Solom an 
reminisced on a decade o f 
Shack life. I t’s the “ little 
things”  that have left an in
delible m ark , he w rote: “ the 
tear in a m o ther’s eye as her 
d a u g h t e r  e n t e r e d

kindergarten  for the first 
tim e, the confiden t smild o f a 
five-year old reading a pre
prim er story, the determ ined 
look o f  a fourth  grader tack l
ing long division, the unres
tained joy  o f  a teaching com 
m enting, ‘they u n d ers to o d .”  

Peggy T an, ed ito r o f  the 
new sletter, also looked back 
th rough  the Shagk years, as

she researched  old PT A  
n ew sle tte rs . S om e th in g s 
never change, she noted . 
P aren ts are still being w arned 
not to drive in the bus loon, 
and the H allow een warnings
haven’t changed in 25 years, 
she no ted . Back in the late 
50s, paren ts were urged to  en
c o u ra g e  re a d in g  and  to  
discourage over-atten tion  to  
T V '

In f-962, when space was at

a p rem iu m , in s tru m e n ta l 
m usic w as housed  in a 
sto reroom  along with school 
supplies, speech testing was 
conducted  in halls, and the 
n u rs e ’s o ff ic e  h o u sed  a 
d u p lica tin g  m ach ine . T he 
teacher lounge doubled as 
tu toring  center and rem edial 
reading took place in a 
b room  closet. D ouble ses
sions were the o rder o f the 
day fo r a tim e in 1)263. Now..... -.

less than  20 years later, the 
s t u d e n t - a g e  p o p u l a t i o n  
renders the school unneeded!

H ighlights o f  the Shack 
PT A  in recent years have 
been an annua l Progressive 
D inner and an A rb o r Day 
P lant Sale. T he T eachers’ 
Luncheon becam e a trad ition  
starting  in 1974, and in 1975, 
and the school in itiated  the 
A fter-3 op tional enrichm ent
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A student at Shackamaxon School adds her blackboard goodbye to the 30-year-old school. Last Friday
ihe school Joined three other Scotch Plains-Fanwood district schools that have clos d.

'Death’ of 
school is 
emotional 
experience
By DIANE M. GOLDIE 
Courier-News Staff W riter

T he  f la g  on th e  f ro n t law n  of 
Shackamaxon E lem entary  School flapped 
a t  half-staff F riday.

I t was not lowered because of the death 
of a  student or teacher, but because of the 
death  of the school, whose doors closed for 
good on F riday. Now Shackamaxon lives 
only in the m em ories of the students, 
teachers and staff who passed through its 
corridors over the las t 30 years.

“ I t ’s so sad to think th a t there  will 
never be any children in this building 
again a fte r today,” said school secre ta ry  
Jean  Uebele. “ When th a t door closes to
day, this building will ju s t be an em pty 
shell — it will be hard to even drive by i t .”  

This is the second tim e in 12 years  th a t 
Uebele has been forced to cut the cord 
w ith a school in the Scotch Plains- 
Fanwood school system . She cam e to 
Shackamaxon th ree years ago when La
G rande E lem entary  School closed. Now 
she will move on to T errill Middle School.

“ T here w ere stronger feelings when I 
le ft LaG rande,” Uebele recalled. “ I t ’s 
sad when they close any school, but I ’ll see 
a ll the kids and paren ts a t  T errill.”

The school bustled with activity Friday
Continued on Back Page of this Section

program  to r its students, 
along with the O u tdoo r S pr
ing C arnival.

Even in its closing year, the 
PTA  did not lag in en
th u s ia s m , s u p p o r t in g  a 
Science Fair with 72 entries 
a n d  th e  a m b i t i o u s  
“ H o r i z o n s ”  l i t e r a r y  
m agazine.

In  i t s  f i n a l  y e a r ,  
S hackam axon, the smallest 
school in the d istrict, had the 
laigest PTA  enrollm ent!

It’s been a po ignant spring 
at S h a c k a m a x o n , as its 
students took part in m any a 
“ las t”  - the final spring con 
cert, the final new sletter, the 
last school pictures, talent 
show and a rb o r day planting.

W h a t’s the  fu tu re  for 
Shack? N obody know s. It 
was o ffered  for sale in a 
public action last m onth. 
A lthough 22 prospective bid
ders picked up specifications 
n obody  cam e through  with a 
bid. T he B oard o f  E ducation  
will decide on the next a p 
p roach  tow ard  sale o f  the 
school, which has housed so 
m any local citizens through 
its 30-year history.

School is district’s 4th to close in 7 years
When Shackamaxon E lem en tary  School closed i t  doors 

for good on F riday , it  becam e the fourth school in the 
Scotch Plains-Fanw ood d is tric t to shut down in seven
years.

Shackamaxon will join the old School One, M uir School 
and LaG rande School in retirem en t. I t will also take a 
prom inent place on the Board of E ducation’s growing and 
troublesom e rea l-esta te  list.

As in m any C entral Je rsey  d is tric ts , declining en
rollm ent and skyrocketing costs a t  each of these schools 
forced students and teachers to pack up their pencils and 
books and relocate.

Shackamaxon P rincipal E lliot Solomon said 540 stu
dents attended the school when he took charge in 1972. 
But enrollm ent dropped rapidly until it  leveled off in the 
la te  1970s. Since 1979, about 340 students have walked 
through the doors of the Scotch P lains school each 
Septem ber, he said.

The Board of Education voted in April 1980 to close the 
school a fte r  reviewing studies and recom m endations 
from  a consulting firm  and a  16-member citizen panel.

However, the board advanced the closing date  suggested 
by both groups by a year.

Children who attended Shackamaxon will be sen t to 
Co»«s and McGinn elem entary  schools and T errill Middle 
School. The en tire  school system  in the d is tric t will be 
revam ped so students a re  in e lem entary  school only 
through fifth g rade instead of sixth, and in middle school 
only through eighth grade.

“ Where they go will be a  geographic decision m ade 
w ith neighborhood in tegrity  in m ind,” Solomon said of 
the Shackamaxon students. “ We like to keep neighbor
hoods in tac t.”

In the m eantim e, selling off a  growing backlog of real 
e s ta te  has becom e som ething of a  headache for the 
d is tric t. LaG rande School and the old School One becam e 
tangled in litigation as new ow ners tried  to recycle them .

P a tric ia  Ciasulli, the owner of Active Acres N ursery 
School in Scotch P lains, bought the LaG rande building for 
$227,000 las t year. But until the school board gives her a 
c lea r title  to the building’s parking lot — which the board 
claim s it  owns — the deal is in limbo.

Tax records show that the board owns the lot, but 
board P residen t Leonia Reilly said the board can’t docu
m en t its  claim  w ith deed papers.

The board is try ing to locate the title  through past 
owners. If th a t fails, a  judge will settle the m atter.

The p ictu re  is brighter for the old School One. The 
school board aw aits Scotch Plains Planning Board ap
proval being sought by a firm  tha t hopes to build offices 
and garden apartm en ts on the 2.28-acre site.

M akor Inc. of Union bought the school in 1977 for 
$185,000 but failed in J979 to get the Planning Board to 
approve a  proposal to tea r down the school and build 37 
garden apartm ents.

M akor sued the board in sta te  Superior Court, but lost 
because a judge ruled tha t Makor did not prove that the 
apartm en ts “would inherently serve the public good.”

U nder the new plan, the front part of the school will be 
renovated as offices and the rea r will be torn down to
m ake w ay for 15 luxury apartm ents.*

-  Diane M. Goldie

rem inded them  th a t Coles School has play
ground equipm ent m ade of old tires.

“ I ’ve been here  a  whole four years and I 
expected to  go through the sixth grade
here ,”  said third-grader
pondering her ca reer a t the scho6I7“Nbw 
they tell m e I have to leave a fte r three 
years. I t will really  be hard to ad ju s t.”

But m ost of the teachers feel their work 
with students, parents and adm inistrators 
has succeeded in softening the transition.

“ I started  my ca ree r here fresh out of 
college,”  Camille Berkowicz said as she 
checked fru it and vegetable riddles for 
her first-grade class. “ I feel like a seven- 
year phase of m y life is over and the 
com m unity is being split. But I still have 
to sm ile for the children.”

Third-grade teacher Judy D resel said 
she waited until F riday to take down the 
decorations in her classroom . “ I dreaded 
this day; i t ’s very hard ,”  she said. “ On 
Monday some kids w ere saying tha t it was 
the last week for them  a t the school, but 
one said it was actually the firs t day of a 
whole new experience. They’ll adjust.

teachers gave 
patches 
sonality 

On Friday, 
quilt

W
order to ring the final 

“ Well, this is the m 
Solomon announced over 
dress system . “ We wish y 1 
best you can a t  your new 
m iss you very much. And wt 
much

The bell rang. The chili 
sum m ertim e. T eachers 
last-m inute chores. And the 
empty except for the 
students scratched on a hug 
brown paper stretched along 
wall. \

Squeezed next to a list of “ 
Renowned Couples in the Sixth Gi 
introspective student w rote: “ It L 
the sam e. In tim e I ’ll change and 
the currents of our lives. But the in 
this m om ent will never fade. And j 
unforgettable.”


