
Scotch Plains school being

Fifth grader* Mary Zeller, Emily Sung and Kim 
Wojiechowski, from left, chat a* they walk through 

halls of Shackamaxon School.

By KATHLEEN LONGO
Journal Staff Writer

SC O T C H  P L A IN S  
C hildren  rom ping in the 
h a l l s  of S h a c k a m a x o n  
School h e re  laugh joyfully  
in a sp irit of to g e th ern ess .

And i t 's  no w onder. The 
30-vear-old neighborhood 
school in M artine  A venue 
functions both as a com 
fo rtab le  haven fo r young
s te rs  ju s t  stepping  out into 
a w orld  largely  unknown to 
them  and  as  a social c e n te r  
fo r p a ren ts  to acq u a in t 
them selves w ith co m m u n i1 
ty  life.

But soon th is co n ten t
m en t w ill be upended, o r a t  
lea s t, d isp laced , a f te r  the 
schoo l's  doors a re  p e r
m an en tly  closed in June , 
the re su lt of an  extended  
s tu d y  d e te r m in in g  th e  
board  of education  no long
e r  has th e  need to m a in ta in  
its six schools.

'E n ro llm e n t has been 
d ec rea s in g  from  250 to  300 
stu d en ts  e ach  y e a r  for the 
p a st  sev e ra l y ea rs , so we 
in itia ted  a s ta te -m an d a ted  
study  to develop a long- 
range fac ilitie s  m a s te r  
p l a n . ' '  D r. R o b e r t  J .  
H o w le tt, sch o o ls  s u p e r 
i n t e n d e n t  f o r  S c o t c h  
P lain s-F anw ood , said .

B a se d  on p o p u la t io n  
p ro jec tions. Dr H ow lett

said th e  findings rev iew ed 
by the d is tr ic t s ta ff  and 
b o a rd -a p p o in te d  d is t r i c t  
c o m p re h e n s iv e  p lan n in g  
c o m m itte e  ind ica ted  the 
need fo r th e  closing of 
S hackam axon . the o ldest 
op e ra tin g  school in th e  d is
tr ic t . and the ad m in is
tra tio n  building on P la in 
field Avenue. The la t te r  is 
housed in the fo rm e r M uir 
School, co n stru c te d  in 1915. 
which p re sen tly  houses a d 
m in is tra tiv e  o ffices and 
studen t personnel se rv ices .

T h e  d e c i s i o n  w a s  
finalized  so m etim e  la s t 
s p r i n g .  D r .  H o w l e t t  
pointed ou t. to  insu re  as 
li tt le  d ifficu lty  in the  tr a n 
sition a s  possib le.

C hildren  a t  S h ack am a x 
on will be sen t to e ith e r 
C oles School in K evin Road 
o r to M cGinn School in 
R oosevelt Avenue, located  
in sec tio n s  of the  d is tr ic t 
a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  
S hackam axon a re a .

A d m in is tra tiv e  o ff ices  
w ill m ove to  the E v erg reen  
School. E v e rg reen  A venue, 
bu ilt a few m o n th s  a f te r  
t h e  f i r s t  w i n g  o f  
Shackam axon w a s  e r e c te d  
in 1951 P u p il p e r so n n e l  
se rv ice s  w ill r e lo c a te  to  
the high school.

"The decision  w as done 
in a very  positive  w ay ."

D r H o w le t t  p r a ise d  th e  
b oard  in lig h t  o f  a d e s ir e  to 
" m ain ta in  th e  lo c a l  sc h o o l  

c o n c e p t ."  S iz e , h e  sa id ,  
w a s  th e  m a in  c r ite r io n .

U n i o n  C o u n t y

W E S T
and S h a c k a m a x o n  s  334 
s tu d e n ts  r e p r e s e n te d  th e  
s m a l le s t  sc h o o l p o p u la tio n  
in th e  d is tr ic t .

T h e  c lo s in g  of " S h a c k ."  
a s  s tu d e n ts  and  t e a c h e r s  
fo n d ly  r e f e r  to  th e ir  " s e c 
o n d -h o m e ."  w as n o t th e  
f ir s t  a t te m p t  b y  th e  b o ard  
to  r e o r g a n iz e  to  k e e p  up 
w ith  it s  s te a d y  e n r o llm e n t  
d e c lin e . L a G r a n d e  S ch o o l

w h ich  had b een  F a n w o o d  s '  
o n ly  s c h o o l,  c lo s e d  it s  
d o o r s  in 1978.

C o m m e n t i n g  o n  t h e  
l a t e s t  c l o s i n g .  E l l i o t  
S o lo m o n . S h a c k a m a x o n  s  
p r in c ip a l, sa id , " W e h a v e  a 
u n iq u e  c h e m is t r y  o f s ta f f .
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a d m in is tr a t io n  and c o m 
m u n ity . o f fe r in g  th e  b e s t  in 
public e d u c a t io n .

"Our d is a p p o in tm e n t  is  
t e m p e r e d  b y  th e  fa c t  th a t  
o u r  o th e r  s c h o o ls  h a v e  
su c h  h igh  q u a l i ty .”

M r s .  K a t h y  M e y e r ,  
b o a r d  p r e s i d e n t ,  c o m 
p lim e n te d  th e  d is t r ic t  for  
a r r a n g in g  fo r  th e  c lo s in g  
' in an o r d e r ly  fa s h io n ."

B u t th e  c h ild r e n  s t i l l  e x 
p r e s s  r e g r e t s ,  d e s p it e  th e ir  
c o n te n tio n s  th e y  w ill  a d 
ju s t  to  a  n e w  s c h o o l.

" I'd  r a th e r  h a v e  it  s ta y  
op en  b e c a u s e  I l ik e  the  
t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n ts ,”  
E m ily  S u n g , a f if th  g r a d e r , 
sa id .

T h i r d - g r a d e r  V i v e k  
M ehra sa id  s o r r o w fu lly , "I  
w-ish th is  sc h o o l w o u ld n 't  
c l o s e .”

T e a c h e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
v e te r a n s  w h o  h a v e  sp e n t  
m u ch  o f th e ir  c a r e e r s  a t  
th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  sc h o o l,  
sp o k e  o f  b e in g  u p ro o ted  
fro m  th e  c o m m u n ity  a t 
m o sp h e r e  T h ey  w ill  b e  r e 

a s s ig n e d  b a se d  on  se n io r *  
i ty , to o th e r  s c h o o ls  in th e  
d is t r ic t  p r o v id in g  o p e n in g s  
a r e  a v a ila b le .

“ I w ish  it w o u ld n 't  h a p 
pen , w e  v e  b e e n  h a p p y  
h e r e . M rs. M a rth a  D im -  
m ic k . th ird  g r a d e  t e a c h e r ,  
n o te d . " I t 's  h a r d e r  to  b e 
c o m e  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  
th e ir  n e e d s  if  you  d o n 't  
k n ow  th e m  ( s t u d e n t s )  a s  
w e l l .”
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