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SCOTCH PLAINS -  Almost t i l  800 
people attending last night's Board o( 
Education hearing on the closing of a 
district school united to say: "K eep all the 
schools open.”

Many questioned population projections 
indicating a decline in school enrollm ents 
from a high of 7,262 in the 1974-75 school 
year, to 5,028 in the 1981-82 school year. As 
of Sept. 10,1978, there were 6,481 students 
enrolled for the 1978-77 school year.

Voicing their skepticism  of enrollm ent 
decline projections, residents said the 
board should study several factors that 
could lead to an increase:

—Scotch Plains resident Lawrence 
Woodruff pointed to pressure in that 
township for the development of m ulti
family housing in the southern section of 
town,

—E va F in k e l of Scotch  P la in s  
questioned the im pact of the construction 
of the Port Authority T rans Hudson 
(PATH) N ewark to Plainfield Unk, and 
the development of open land in light of 
the Mt. Laurel decision requiring housing 
for all income groups.

—Donald Robinson of Myrtle Avenue in 
Scotch Plains noted tha t m any houses in 
the north side of town were occupied by 
o lder people w ith grow n ch ild ren . 
Robinson said they m ay move out and 
younger people with schoolage children 
m ay move into the m oderately priced 
homes. Other residents said this turnover 
has a lready begun.

—Steve Donahue of G raym ill Drive in 
Scotch P lains asked the board also to 
consider the im pact of Route 78 when it is

finished, w herever it is finally placed, and 
the potential closing of local parochial 
schools.

—M arv Alice Hancock of A lert P aren ts  
for Good Schools said legislation now in 
Congress m ay require the education of 3- 
to -5 -year-o lds, w hich w ould in c re a se  
enrollment.

Dr. Reigh W. Carpenter, who the board 
had asked to prepare a study on the 
feasibility of closing school facilities, said 
the enrollm ent projections were based on 
a formula that has been accurate within 
"one or two percentage points," pius 
statistical information provided, in part, 
by utility companies.

In the report C arpenter recom m ended, 
for economy purposes, the closing of La 
G rande School. This would cause the 
reassignm ent of 318 students, an Increase 
in district-wide average class size from 
21.4 to 22.6, and net savings of <158,600, 
according to Carpenter.

Ruth M arcus of Scotch Plains criticized 
new spaper reports that listed only the 
projected gross savings from  the closing 
of La  G rande, Brunner or Shackamaxon 
Schools without subtracting the cost3 for 
recom m ended staff m aintenance.

C arpenter had projected these savings 
from the closing of each of the three 
schools:

—La G rande (property value <80,000): 
Net savings of <158,600. Gross savings of 
<231,000 less <72,400 for m aintained staff.

—Brunner (property value <125,000 to 
<150,000): Net savings, <199,050. Gross 
savings of <285,450 less <86,400 for 
m aintained staff.

—S h ack am azo n  f p ro p e r ty  va lu e  
<100,000 to  <125,000): N et sav in g s, 
$161,100. Gross savings, <287,500 less 
<12,000 for increased transportation costs

and <114,400 for m aintained staff.
A ssistant superintendent Dr. P erry  

Tyson indicated the property values, the 
am ounts the d istrict m ight get from sale 
of each building, were rough estim ates 
and were not m ade by an appraiser.

B oard  p re s id e n t D r. D a rre ll 
Brownawell said the board would not 
make any decision a t the November 
monthly m eeting next Thursday, He said 
that a decision could be m ade in 
D ecember and the adjustm ents m ade in 
the proposed budget for the 1977-78 school 
year.

Robbie Mason, president of the 65- 
m em ber PTA Council, said the council 
unanimously decided against taking a 
position on the closing of a school ana  in 
favor of asking board m em bers to in
dicate the preference of the m ajority  
before taking a final vote, allowing the 
public to speak regarding tha t m ajority  
position.

The voices in favor of closing a school, 
any school, were rare. Ed Waller of 
Belvedere Avenue in Fanwood was one. 
Complimenting C arpenter on the study, 
he said the d istric t should close one school 
now and then s ta rt work in closing 
another.

M ark Grim ley of Fanwood said that if 
the population projections were found to 
be correct — he emphasized that this was 
an im portant “ if" — then a  school should 
be closed. Grim ley said money should be 
spent on the students, not on schools or a 
principal in charge of 300 students.

Brownawell read a letter from Fanwood 
M ayor Theodore F . Trum pp of Fanwood 
saying he was upset the board had 
scheduled the im portant hearing the sam e 
night as the Fanwood Council’s regularly  
scheduled monthly meeting.

M rs. B e tty  R iv era , T it le  I S u p p le m e n ta l In stru c to r  a t  S h a ck a m a x o n  
S ch o o l p la n n e d  a v is ita t io n  d a y  for  h er  T itle  I p a r e n ts . T h e  in v ita tio n  
w e n t  h o m e  to  p a r e n ts , in v it in g  th e m  to  s e e  th e ir  y o u n g s te r  in  th e  T itle  
1 p ro g ra m . M rs . R ivera  is  g iv in g  in stru c tio n  to  S te v e n  G r e e n , a 
se c o n d  g r a d e  y o u n g s te r  e n r o lle d  in  th e  T itle  1 p ro g ra m  at S h a ck a 
m a x o n  S c h o o l. —  —

D u rin g  th e  p a s t  tw o  w e e k s , 
th e  T itle  1 p ro g ra m  h a s  sc h 
e d u le d  m e e t in g s  fo r  p a r e n ts  o f
th e  y o u n g s te r s  in v o lv e d  in  T itle  i , ■ ' /  •
I c la s s e s  in e a c h  e le m e n ta r y  
b u ild in g . T h e s e  m e e t in g s  h a v e  
b e e n  e ith e r  a v is ita t io n  d a y , a  
p a ren t d is c u s s io n  g r o u p  or a 
h a n d s-o n  w o rk sh o p  an d  h a v e  
b e e n  p la n n e d  b y  th e  su p p le 
m e n ta l an d  p re -k in d er g a rten  
te a c h e r s . P a r e n ts  w e r e  e a g e r  to  
p a rtic ip a te  in th e ir  ow n  b u ild in g  
p ro g ra m . T h e  m e e t in g s  h a v e  
b e e n  very  su c c e s s fu l w ith  th e  
g o a l o f  b e t te r  c o m m u n ic a tio n  
a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b e t w e e n  
p a r e n ts  a n d  th e  T it le  I s ta ff .

A T it le  I In se r v ic e  D a y  is  
s c h e d u le d  for  A pril 14th at 
1 :30 pm  in th e  p re -k in d er g a rten  
at S h a ck a m a x o n  S ch o o l. Dr.
S u sa n  G la zer . P r o fe s so r  o f  E d u 
c a tio n  at R id er  C o lle g e  w ill  p r e 
s e n t  h er  id e a s  on  “ A n  O ff-B ea t  
A p p roach  to  th e  T e a c h in g  o f  
R e a d in g  an d  L a n g u a g e  D e v e l 
o p m e n t ."  T itle  I p a r e n ts  and
s t a f f  are  in v ite d . _____________________


