
The trustees of the Scotch Plains Baptist Church 
adopted the following Preamble and Resolutions, 
Feb. 12, 1896:

“ Whereas the One hundred and fiftieth Anni
versary of the organization of this Church will 
arrive in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-seven, and w ill be a period in 
the history of the Old Church, which ought of 
right and of gratitude to God, to be marked with 
suitable and appropriate ceremonies of observance, 
congratulation and thankfulness;

And, Whereas, in the opinion of this Board, it 
would be a fitting item of such a celebration to 
have prepared for permanent preservation a con 
densed history of the life and prominent events 
which have marked her career;

Therefore, be it Resolved, that Dr. James H. 
Parks and Judge James D. Cleaver be, and they  
are hereby appointed to go over the records of the 
Church and of this Board from the date of the 
founding of the Church down to the date of the 
Anniversary in 1897, and collate and arrange in 
Chronological order the prominent and interesting 
events which have come to the Church in her long 
and eventful career, as the first Standard bearer of 
religion in this Community—as the Mother of 
Churches, and as one of the pillars of piety, law, 
liberty of conscience and civil order for the State.

Resolved, that the paper so prepared shall, when 
approved by this Board be printed for distribution 
on the Anniversary day aforesaid; and afterwards, 
together with the observances of the day be put 
into a Souvenir volume to be sold to any persons 
desiring to have them .”


