
THE FIRST RAILROAD STATION. In 1839, 50 years before Fanwood became a borough, the
Elizabethtown & Somerville Railroad established a route westward from Elizabethport to
Plainfield. The tracks ran along what is today Midway Avenue. At the intersection of Midway,
Woodland, and Martine Avenues, this passenger station was built to provide service to
residents of the nearby village of Scotch Plains.
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AN 1854 SCHEDULE. This timetable of the Central Railroad of New Jersey, the successor to
the Elizabethtown & Somerville Railroad, shows five daily arrivals and departures from the
station called Scotch Plains. The travel time from the station to New York City, which
included a 55-minute ride from Elizabethport to Manhattan, was one hour and 32 minutes.
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