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THE BOY SCOUTS
W hen John D. McEwen came to  town, 

in  1920, to take  charge of the Boy Scouts 
of this area , he found the nucleus of a fine 
organization am ong the older youngsters who 
had received th e ir  elem entary  tra in in g  under 
the capable leadership o f E dgar Pearsall. 
M ajor Pearsall p u t_the boys th rough th e ir 
paces afternoons, in the vacant lo t nex t to 
his home on F erris  P lace; tau g h t them  the 
m anual o f arm s, encouraged them  to be self- 
re lian t and m indful of th e ir  obligations as 
soldier-citizens. Occasionally, he m arched 
them  into the woods to  te s t th e ir stam ina 
and skill w here the going was tough.

Scout Executive M cEwen was an organ­
izer. W hile S uperin tenden t of Parks of the 
Borough of Queens, under M ayor John Pur- 
roy  M itchell, he had had experience in di­
rec tin g  boy’s work, and had done so well 
th a t Daniel C arter B eard, Commissioner of 
Boy Scouts in A m erica, suggested th a t he 
become an officer of the organization. 
Through Beard, McEwen made the acquain­
tance of Jam es E. W est, Chief Scout Execu­
tive, who prevailed upon him to come to 
W estfield and organize the C entral Union 
Council. He accepted the post fo r a term  
of th ree  years.

The Scout Executive divided the council 
into th ree  commission d istric ts: the E aste rn  
— Roselle, Roselle Park  and Kenilw orth— un­
der M ayor E llio tt C. Dill of Roselle; the Cen­
tra l— C ranford and Garwood— under Fred 
Sykes; the W estern —  W estfield, Fanwood, 
Scotch Plains and M ountainside— under Rob­
e r t  W. H arden; Fred Holmes was treasurer. 
N early  ha lf of the to ta l enrollm ent of 450 
boys cam e from  this area.

The W estfield boys pitched th e ir ten ts in 
the  wilds o f the first m ountain, now Surprise 
Lake, on weekends, during the spring and 
fall. Bob H arden directed the ir routine duties 
and John B runner th e ir na tu re  studies. Thor­
oughness was the watchword. The spring 
camp gave the veterans a chance to prepare 
the novices fo r the sum m er cam paign; the 
fall camp provided a general review of the 
y ea r’s work.

The real tra in ing  season— “ the school for 
charac ter building”— was the camp life on

K anaw askee Lakes, a t Bear M ountain Reser­
vation, New York. H ere the  camps of the 
Central Union Council joined with the camps 
from  New York City and ad jacen t localities 
fo r  continuous study and recreation  from  
m id-June until a f te r  Labor Day— tw enty-tw o 
groups on as m any camp sites, each under 
its own leader.

M any were the subjects tau g h t and m any 
the  practical lessons learned a t these g a ther­
ings— public service, citizenship, first aid, 
firem anship, archery , na tu re  study, athletics, 
There were contests of speed, skill and en­
durance, with badges of m erit fo r the most 
proficient. The inspiring event was the Sun­
day open-air service in the am phitheatre. 
The jo in t bands of the New York troops—  
some 300 pieces— played and 2500 Scouts 
sang. Dr. S. P ark  Cadman, Rabbi Stephen 
S. Wise and other noted religious leaders 
spoke: Douglas Fairbanks, M ary P ickford 
and Will Rogers were am ong the distinguished 
en terta iners.

Following Mr. McEwen. E yare M. Hutson 
served as A cting Scout Executive fo r a time, 
followed by Myron G. Geddes of Plainfield 
and the present incum bent, Jam es Boyer. 
Then came the rap id  expansion of the o r­
ganization. The- W estern division, known as 
the W atchung Council, now num bers 7500 
Scouts and includes six central d istricts and 
60 com m unities, covering ha lf of Union, all 
of Som erset and p arts  of Middlesex, M orris 
and H unterdon Counties. The districts are 
Plainfield, Summit, B ernardsville, Bound 
Brook, Somerville and W estfield. Form er 
M ayor Shelby Fell is W estern D istrict Chair­
man and was recen tly  made vice-president of 
the W atchung Council, succeeding Leo Mon- 
tam at. David T yler is field executive.

The Scouts own the ir own camps, which 
are open the year ’round. The larg est of these 
is Camp W atchung, back of Glen G ardner. 
Camp W hite, in the Blue Hills north  of 
Bound Brook, and Camp Lion, betw een the 
F irs t and Second M ountain, are  conveniently 
situated  fo r Scouts in this locality. The work 
goes on with g rea te r zest than ever. Old 
Scouts say thev know o f no b e tte r  w ay to  
keep young always.


