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R eturn ing  to P rinceton to  study  in the 
sem inary, the  seat of Calvinism in Am erica, 
was like coming back home a f te r  a journey  
in foreign lands. Bob S kinner’s business ex­
perience had broadened his outlook, 'given 
him a sense of proportion, an understanding  
mind. A t last, he was on his w ay to becom­
ing a C hristian m inister in tru th , because 
he had learned th a t m inisters are more de­
sired fo r the ir hum an qualities than  fo r the ir 
knowledge of homeletics. He was young and 
eager and, when g raduated  in the Class of 
’34, splendidly equipped fo r  his life’s work.

R obert Skinner is one o f  a num ber of 
able and energetic young clergym en who are 
re juvena ting  the C hristian church by extend­
ing the  character and scope of its influence. 
“ The church ,’’ he says, “m ust cease to em­
phasize denom inationalism  and devote itself 
to an in te rp re ta t on of the Christian answer 
to  life ’s problem s— a rig h t re la tion  between 
God and  man, and consequently  betw een man 
and man. M atters which effect the health , 
cleanliness, freedom , opportunities fo r ad ­
vancem ent and grow th are  of im m ediate con­
cern to the  church” .

Before coming to  W estfield he was pastor 
of P resby terian  churches in Georgetown, 
W ashington, D. C., and Pottsville, Pa., and 
he worked through religious and civic organi­
zations to  deepen the sp iritual life of these 
com m unities in practical ways. Expressive of 
his successful m inistry  in Pottsv ille  w ere the 
words o f a Jew , a local m erchant, when he 
heard  th a t the young parson was leaving 
tow n: “ I never knew any  man in this place 
who will be missed m ore than Mr. Skinner.”

The local church is his m ost im portant 
charge, no t alone because of its size bu t 
because of its stra teg ic  position in the 
h e a r t of a m etropolitan area. The church 
has an  individual m embership of 2250. I t  is 
the largest in the E lizabeth Presbytery , and 
second only in the s ta te  to the P resbyterian  
Church, Newark, of which Dr. L ester Clee is 
pastor. I t  is grow ing rap id ly  and opportuni­
ties and obligations are  m ultiplying. The 
church and parish house m ust be enlarged, 
a new organ installed, and, .perhaps, th a t in­
congruous m inister’s dwelling, known as the 
manse, given a proper se tting  in some re ­
m otely V ictorian neighborhood. Meanwhile,

the  social and religious activities of the 
church m ust keep pace w ith its  physical ex­
pansion. H ere is com pelling need fo r wise 
direction. I t  is a young m an’s job.

“ The church recognizes a cry ing  need 
fo r change,” he says. “ The world of the 
spiritual g iants of the past is n o t our world. 
The church m ust in te rp re t the light of God 
to men and women whose p a tte rn  of th ink­
ing and speaking and ac ting  has so radically  
changed th a t m any of the old in te rp re ta ­
tions leave them  unim pressed.”

These are the views of a m odern clergy­
m an, born  and reared  in a Calvinistic en­
v ironm ent, a Calvinist by tem peram ent and 
tra in ing , who speaks wirti the conviction of 
one who elieves sincerely in the tene ts  of 
his fa ith . Yet, this is not the point of view 
of John Calvin or of his literally-m inded 
followers. This is not the church o f  Geneva, 
though it is clothed in its outw ard forms. 
H ere is no com m anding voice, no com pulsion, 
no apostacy. H ere only is the appeal to the 
mind and heart. "To be persuaded!”— th a t 
is the way, the only way, to  spiritual free­
dom. No ru le , nor m andate can b ring  peace 
and o rder to  the  world. “ W hen people in 
th e ir  h ea rts  set a standard  d ifferent from  
th a t dem anded of them , you have the stage 
se t fo r rebellion,” he concludes. "A  m an's 
behavior will be determ inated  u ltim ately  by 
w hat he  is.”

Here is the voice of experience, o f his­
to ry . In the  theology of this com prehending 
Christian m inister is the realism  of the new 
and the fa ith  and sp irit o f  the old order. 
H ere are  combined the a ttrib u te s  which gave 
cogency and v ita lity  to the cause of freedom , 
and moral leadership, political independence 
and constitutional governm ent to the th irteen  
U nited S ta tes of Am erica. They are  as in­
dispensable today as they were in the fo rm a­
tive years o f this republic. Then, a fiery 
p atrio t, Rev. John W itherspoon, president of 
P rinceton, signer o f  the D eclaration of Inde­
pendence, m em ber of the Provincial Congress, 
declared in the  halls of Old Nassau th a t a 
nation w ithout freedom  was a nation  w ithout 
God. Now, when freedom  has become the 
shibboleth of dem agogues, we have forw ard- 
looking, hum anitarian  young clergym en, such 
as Rev. R obert Skinner, to rem ind us th a t 
a world w ithout God, in this atom ic age, 
would be no world a t  all.


