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The Making of A  Pastor
I I .  R e v .  W e s l e y  L o r d — F r i e n d  o f  S i n n e r s .

Even in th is favorable environm ent, the 
rebel in W esley Lord was no t a ltogether sup­
pressed. M ethodism was still clinging to its 
dogm atic form s and the evangelical, shouting 
type of m in ister was still w arn ing  against the 
w rath  to  come. A t tim es he fe lt like w arn ­
ing, too-w arning against a religion of fear. 
B u t these w ere fleeting thoughts— impulses. 
A fte r  all, i t  was not the  clergy b u t the  lay­
m an, no t the  classroom bu t the  cam pus, not 
the  clo ister b u t the  world o f  m en, th a t in­
trigued  him. He learned about, him self, about 
God, th rough  his contacts w ith  his fellow  stu ­
den ts; he learned  of his opportunities fo r  
service by sharing  the joys and_ sorrow s of 
men— all kinds and conditions of men. E x­
perience had  tau g h t him th a t the m an in the 
stree t, the  m an in the fac to ry , the  sailor on 
the high seas, w ere as keenly aw are of the 
need fo r  a practical, w ork-a-day religion as 
he w as; th a t students and professors alike 
were concerned fo r the fu tu re  of the m inistry.

T hen  th e  tu rn  came. A t la s t he realized 
th a t old style M ethodism, against which he 
rebelled, was passing. The pulpit au tocrat, 
w ith his subjective doubt and  fears and his 
thunderous Thou-Sfialt-Nots, was giving way 
to the  friend ly  m in ister w ith his objective 
fa ith  in  his fellowm an and his C hristian fo r ­
bearance. S tuden t Lord said th a t his m other 
had the  call to  the m inistry  and he answered 
it. H er p rayers and the fo rce  of hered ity  may 
have inclined him tow ard ‘the m inistry, as 
certa in ly  n a tu re  had endowed him w ith the 
qualities of m ind and h e a r t to  be a leader in 
any  field, bu t the subtle influence o f change 
determ ined his choice. Rev. John W esley 
Lord is th e  product of a religious dem ocracy 
th a t was born in his rebellious youth.

P astoral duties began while he was a s tu ­
dent a t Drew. He was assistan t a t Em ery 
M. E. Church, Je rsey  City Heights, and occa­
sionally occupied the pulpit. M embers of th a t 
congregation speak affectionately of his work 
there. Following his graduation , he spent a 
y ear in study  under P rof. M ackintosh a t  the 
U niversity  of E dinburgh, Scotland, m atricu­
la tin g  fo r  a Ph. D.

Then began an eventful m in istry  a t  Union.

D uring his fo u r years in th a t town, he spent 
m ost of his spare tim e in overalls. W ith the 
aid of his parishioners, he bu ilt a new com­
m unity  church, plans fo r  which w ere draw n 
by a m em ber, a well-known arch itect, and 
all the  work done by vo lun teer labor; The 
m ateria ls w ere supplied a t  cost price— $10,- 
000.00— and when the edifice was completed, 
the p roperty  was appraised a t  $40,000.00, 
free  o f debt. When not pain ting  o r preach­
ing o r  going his pastoral rounds, Parson Lord 
did g raduate  w ork a t  R u tgers leading to  a
D. Ed.

He came to  W estfield from  a  th ree-year 
pastdrate a t A rlington, and during his eight 
years here his usefulness and influence have 
steadily  increased. He is a m any-sided m an, 
with m any in terests, and his days a re  fu ll to 
overflowing. He is the shepherd of a flock 
of over 1600; his church is free  of debt and 
plans are being laid fo r  the  building of an 
educational cen ter on the grounds. He is 
active in civic affairs and all w orthy objects 
engage his in terest. To lighten his T uesday’s 
work, he contribu tes to  the w it and wisdom 
of R otarian  luncheons. He is past p residen t 
of Drew U niversity  A lumni Association and 
a leader in  its counsels, tru s tee  o f the  M eth­
odist Home fo r the Aged, fo rm er dean of the  
M ethodist Senior Youth Conference, fo rm er 
presiden t of the Dickinson Club of New York, 
a  tru s tee  of Dickinson College; his alm a 
m ater honored him w ith a D. D. in 1943.

Parson Lord goes w herever he is needed 
and is welcome w herever he goes. He is still 
a rebel, he says, “ a civil w ar” , b u t it m ust 
be a slight in ternal d isturbance, fo r it is 
not on record th a t he ever was flustered o r 
out of sorts, no m atte r how g rea t the provo­
cation. The pulpit o rato rs o f old swayed m en’s 
hearts ; bu t the pastor teaches men reverence 
by the  force of example. John W esley Lord 
is a good preacher, sincere, fo rth rig h t and 
persuasive. And, above all else, he is a good 
pastor, a m an am ong men, a t home in any 
company. And in these un regenerate  days, 
when man fea rs  man and seems hell-bent fo r  
self-destruction, i t  is com forting  to  tu rn  aw ay 
from  the foes of sin and clasp the hand of a 
friend  o f  sinners.
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