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May Be Westfield’s Oldest House
H isto ry  links the  name of W illiam Pierson 

w ith  two of W estfield’s oldest houses. The 
fam ily  hom estead on Benson Place, in which 
his g rea t-g reat-g randdaugh ter, Mrs. Phoebe 
P ierson Brew er, aged 92, now resides, was 
bu ilt by him about 1745. The house, a t E ast 
Broad and C hestnut S treets, now the  home 
o f Dr. G. W. Esty, in which the pioneer spent 
the  m ore prosperous years of his long life, 
was purchased by him in 1770. Its  builder 
m ay have been Deacon John W oodruff, who 
lived th ere  and died in 1768 a t  the age of 63.

W illiam Pierson was a tailor. In  the gen
eration  in which he lived on Benson Place 
(E lizabethtow n R oad), he worked a t h ia tra d e  
by night, farm ed  by day. H ere he reared  a  
fam ily  of seven children, and when his son, 
W illiam  J r ., m arried  in 1770, he gave him the 
old hom estead as a wedding presen t and w ent 
to live in the  Broad S tree t house. Here his 
w ife died and he courted and won the hand 
of the winsome widow o f H enry Baker, who 
lived across th e  way.

The age of th is house is largely  a m a tte r 
o f  conjecture. Pearson Greaves, old town 
genealogist, th inks it  was one of the first to 
be bu ilt in the settlem ent, “ and if you say 
it  is the oldest house now standing  in W est
field you will no t be fa r  w rong”. There were 
th ir ty  acres in the farm , extending along 
C hestnut S tree t (then a lane connecting with 
the p lantation of Samuel M iller) to  the  pres
en t Kimball Avenue, and along Broad S treet, 
to include w hat la te r  became Stanley Oval. 
T radition holds Farm er Pierson in esteem  as 
an anim al husbandm an.

W illiam Pierson died in  1801, aged 80, 
and the house rem ained in  the fam ily until 
1880, when Silas Pierson, great-grandson of 
the  pioneer, fell upon hard  tim es and his 
p roperty  was sold under the  ham m er to  Jam es

T. P ierson, a d istan t kin, fo r $5000. This 
proved a profitable investm ent fo r  the  en te r
prising storekeeper. Scarcely was the ink dry 
on the deed o f sale when he sold six of the 
th ir ty  acres, including the hom estead and 
farm  buildings, fo r  the price which he had 
paid fo r  the en tire  trac t.

The new owner, Charles V. Peddie, mod
ernized the house in the V ictorian m anner. 
The le ft wing, which had been the  kitchen, 
was to rn  down and a new wing bu ilt which 
becam e a  parlor and the scene o f m any mem
orable social gatherings. T hat favorite  Vic
to rian  embellishment, a cupola, was added, 
and as rid ing and driving were the  chief fam 
ily diversions, a porte-cochere extended from  
the wide, sweeping “fro n t porch” . F ather 
Peddie and  his elder daughter, Genevieve, 
w ere ch a rte r m em bers of the tow n’s first rid 
ing, W estfield E questrian , club.

In 1905, the Peddies sold 600 fe e t o f the  
property  in the re a r  o f th e ir house and 
grounds on C hestnut S treet, to F lorist Charles 
D oerrer, and ten  years la ter, he sold two- 
th irds of it (445 fee t)  to the newly organ
ized Tennis Club. The club also bought the 
old Pierson barn  from  the Peddies, moved it 
to  its p resen t site and converted it  in to  a 
club house. W hat are now the shower rooms 
w ere the box stalls fo r the Peddie horses; 
the pig sty  adjoined; and, where, now, em
bryonic Tildens discuss the game from  win
dow seats overlooking the courts, while girls 
and boys of the teen age brush by them do
ing a wiggle-woggle th a t would astound the ir 
old-fashioned forebears, and, a t  the end of 
every whirl, rem ark, “T h at’s the  c a t’s whis
k ers!”— then and there, in the long, long ago, 
F arm er P ierson’s little lambs gamboled, and, 
in  m om ents o f high glee, gave fo rth  a tim 
orous “ baa” .


